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ENVIRONMENTAL
CEFENSE FUKRD

Tanuary 13, 1997

Californiz Office .
Rockridge Market Hall
5655 College Ave,
Hon, Dianne Feinste:n . o (ggigagg% %&} 34618
_ United States Senator ' ' ' ;tzx: )_, ‘,04;55 0630
331 Hart Office Building ‘
Washington, D.C. 20510
ViaF { Mail

Dear Senator Feinstein:

[ write to express appreuatmn for the urgency with which you are approaching the near
overwhelming probleras that have heen created hy the devastating 1997 New Year's floods in
California. 1especially appraciate your invitation to be a past of the historic meeting you called

yesterday to bagin the jobs of reconstruction and assessment that lic before all of us concermed with
watcr managcment in our great state,

You properly divided these tasks into three categories: (1) emergency aid, to belp those
currently in dire nerd; (3) short-term preparations, to minimize the further risk of catastrophe in the
remainder of this flood season; and (3) looger-term planning and action, to assura that as many of the
probleins that have bicome apparcnt in the last three weeks do ot mpcat tbcrnsclvos in the flooding
cvents that inevitably will vccur in Califosuia’s future,

On hehalf of the Environmental Defense Fund, I presented you yesterday with five
recommendations that I thought it worthwhile to reiterats today in writing. For the most part, these
recomunendations deal with the longer-herm problems of flood management uncovered by this yw 1
floods, nut with the hranediste crises we still must overcome.

Rriefly summarized, thase recommendations are, as follows:

(1) Cast the net broadly in looking 1o assign responsibility for the devastation caused by this
gea%&ﬂﬁsmwaﬁmmwwmﬁmim
one),

(2) Examine notonly the i Aus vee breaks {a g, insufficient
maintenancs, imromeum_ManSAMum
buvadeg Cavess uf dowastreumn tever nilures, ineluding reservoir operations and reservoir
managemers planning, as well as the land use decisions which have unnecessarily increased
the pessoual and proparty losses caused by this vear's floods;

(3) In particular, look closely at the operations of New Don Pedxb  Dam on the Tuolomne River

and Friant Dasm.on, L % well as the channel capacities of those rivers
dowpgtream of these dams, to see how ion caused this year could be
avoided in future floods; :
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(4) [n the futire, wherever it is possible from _,Qm,gg cnvironimental and an gconomic point of view,
considar leves setbacks that would ncremse the flood capacity of our rivers as mzﬂ as providing

additienal habitat for our beleaguered patural biological resources (i t's not just buil
shwxwﬁﬁﬁmmﬂmwuwmgﬂawmm
public inierest); and

(5) Call for the formation of a blue-ribbon mmm&mg that in the near fyture would provide an
§"¢§9{£\QL of flood problems in California, independent of all the bu:gaggtacges, federal.
state and local, who currently have roles in providing flooed protection in this state.

The most exwaordinary statement I heard yasterday was made by Mr. Pail Pugner of the
Sacramcnto District of the U.S. Axray Corps of Engineers, a! the lagislative briefing called by State
Seuator Costa and Assemblyman Machade. Mr. Pugner made a statement to the effect that New Don
Pedro Dam bad been operated as-intgnded in the 1997 flood. Sadly and perverscly he probably was
right 1p this astenishing admission. Unbeknownst to most of the publie, including the unsuspecting

"homeowners whe bought houses almost immediately adjacent to the ‘Tuolomne River in Modesto and
elsewhere downstream of New Don Pédro, the reservoir operations manual for New Don Pedro and
the constrained downsiream chaanel capacity on the Tuolomne had almost certainly doomed these
people to be inundated, even in a flood evant considarahly more modest than the great 1997
downpout. As Mr. Pugrer testified, Modesto, despite its location iimmediately downstrearn of one of
California’s largest rescrvoirs, waa being provided with only 50 year flood protection,

I am sure you will agree that this situation is unacceptable and that something must be done,
hopefully & progiam alosg the lines RDF has recommended, to prevent a reoccurtence of the
tragedies-which evoived over the last two weeks. This situation suggests not only that such a
program be undesisker, but that the disclosure of associated flood risks should be a required and
routine part of all real estute tansactions. It also suggests that active consideration in appropriate
circumsiances shoutd be given to moving both people and structures vut uf bauin'’s way, whea public
relief funds are mads available to those devastated by the floods, as was done following the great
Missouri and Mississippi River floods of 1993,

I persunetly look furwaid o working with you and others to make California a morc securc,
as well as & more beantiful, place to live. Please ket us at EDF know how you belicve we can be most
helpful in the days a:d months to come,

Sincerely,

S Gl

Thomas J. Gtaff
Senior Attorney

TIGivp o

ce: Hon. Jim Costa, State Senate
Hon. Michazl Machado, State Assembly
Rarhara Bayle, Sierra Club T : .
Mike Eaton, The Nature Conservancy _ .
Ron Stork, Friends of the River . . :
Pun Taylor, National Audubon Socicty
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